Introduction

58
In this paper we explore the new orientation taken by Spanish water policy since the ). Moreover, the impacts of brine on oceanic life could be very damaging (Dawoud 89 and Al Mulla, 2012) and there is still considerable uncertainty on other impacts such as 90 the loss of marine life during water intake operations or the release of chemicals used in 91 the desalination process through the brine.
92
Our objective in this paper will be to examine the so-called AGUA Program
93
(Actuaciones para la gestión y el uso del agua, Actions for Water Use and Peninsula. In recent years, desalination has substituted water transfers as a sort of new
232
"cornucopia", a symbol of water abundance, able in principle to solve future water 233 needs of urban expansion (Swyngedouw, 2013) .
234
In Spain, the desire to turn seawater into freshwater is anything but new. and maintenance of the plants under a concession from 3 to 6 years (in the small plants) 356 and from 15 to 25 years (in the big plants) (see tables 1 and 2).
357
- Murcia with a total population of some 2.4 million people (plus an additional one 386 million in summer) and covers an area of some 12,000 square kilometers (see Figure 1 ).
387
Moreover, during drought periods the MCT may also provide water to other coastal 388 areas in the north such as the giant tourist resort of Benidorm.
389
-figure 1-
390
The initial source of water was local, from the Taibilla River. In 1979, water from the 391 aqueduct Tajo-Segura was also incorporated in the supply system to be followed by 2). This enhancement and diversification strategy followed the rationale of water supply 
540
In 2013, many desalination plants operate at a very low capacity, the construction of 541 others suffers considerable delays, and still others may not be built as envisaged, at least 542 in the short and medium term (see Table 1 ). 
